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 inside
and live fire drills w

ere periodic requirem
ents. 

T
he guns them

selves required constant m
ain-

tenance. 
H

ow
ever, 

by 
m

id-afternoon, 
duties

w
ere 

essentially 
done, 

and 
soldiers 

actively 
participated 

in 
ath

letics 
(baseball 

bein
g 

especially popular) against local civilian team
s 

traveling as far as H
am

pton w
here the 1906 

gam
e attracted 

700 spectators. T
he Fort also 

had a popular m
instrel troop that put on show

s 
throughout the local area. 

T
he 

fort’s 
personnel 

w
ere 

active 
in 

local 
civilian 

social 
pu

rsu
its 

inclu
ding 

dinners, 
dances, outings on the local w

aters, hunts, and 
fishing expeditions. Several of the m

en of the 
fo

rt 
m

arried 
lo

cal 
w

o
m

en
, 

an
d 

so
m

e 
descendants still reside in B

eaufort C
ounty.

In 1899, a private’s pay w
as $13 - $18/m

onth, a 
sergeant $15 - $20/m

onth, a lieutenant $116 to 
$125/m

onth, and a captain $150/m
onth.

W
as Fort Frem

ont ever in com
bat?

N
o; none of the Endicott-era forts w

ere ever in 
com

bat, 
but 

sim
ply 

served 
as 

a 
deterrence 

against attack—
m

uch as nuclear deterrence did 
in the C

old W
ar.                                  

W
hat is im

portant about Fort Frem
ont?

Fort Frem
ont serves as a historical rem

nant of 
m

ilitary defense technology at the daw
n of the 

20
th century as the U

.S. becam
e a m

ajor w
orld 

pow
er. N

o forts w
ere on this site before and 

none afterw
ards, so the Fort Frem

ont H
istorical 

Site 
provides 

an 
unspoiled 

snapshot 
of 

this 
brief period in tim

e.
In its day, Fort Frem

ont represented the state-
of-th

e-art 
m

ilitary 
tech

nology 
against 

th
e 

predom
inant threat of the era—

seaborne attack 
by m

odern steam
-driven battleships m

ounting 
m

odern 
steel 

breech-loading 
guns 

of 
large 

calib
er 

(8 
to 

12-in
ch

) 
firin

g 
sh

ells 
o

f 
u

n
p

reced
en

ted 
size 

an
d 

d
oin

g 
so 

w
ith

 
exceptional accuracy.

Fort Frem
ont used the sam

e m
odern guns as 

the 
battleships 

it 
w

as 
designed 

to 
oppose, 

com
bined 

w
ith 

a 
sophisticated 

fire 
control 

system
 and innovative defense structures and 

cam
ouflage.
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T
he fort generated its ow

n electrical pow
er, 

h
ad 

m
o

d
ern 

lig
h

tin
g

, 
ru

n
n

in
g 

w
ater, 

teleph
on

e 
com

m
u

n
ication

, 
an

d 
even 

th
e 

forerunner of the fax m
achine as part of the 

fire control system
.

For 350 years, starting w
ith the French in 

1562, Europeans and their descendants built 
fortifications 

to 
defend 

the 
great 

harbor 
provided by Port R

oyal Sound. 
Fort Frem

ont w
as the last fort in this long 

local 
history 

of 
coastal 

forts 
and 

the 
sole 

rem
nant that w

e still have available to see.
H

ow
 did Fort Frem

ont becom
e a Park?

In 2004, B
eaufort C

ounty purchased 15 acres of 
the original Fort property through the R

ural &
 

C
ritical Land Preservation Program

 and the 
Trust for Public Lands to preserve the site as 
an 

im
portant 

historic 
landm

ark 
and 

public 
park. Fort Frem

ont is listed in the N
ational 

R
egister of H

istoric Places.
W

ho are T
he Friends of Fort Frem

ont?
T

he Friends of Fort Frem
ont is a non-profit 

organization 
dedicated 

to 
preserving 

and 
prom

oting Fort Frem
ont as an educational, 

historical, natural, and cultural resource of the 
Spanish-A

m
erican W

ar era.

Friends of Fort Frem
ont

P. O
. B

ox 982
Saint H

elena Island, SC
 29920
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Travel back in tim

e to the 1890s and 
the Spanish A

m
erican W

ar
Every 4

th Saturday of the m
onth

D
ocent-led tours start at 10:30 A

M
 at 

the Saint H
elena Branch Library* 

&
 last approxim

ately 2 hours
R

eservations N
O

T
 required

Learn the history, see a scale m
odel of 

Fort Frem
ont as it stood in 1898, and 

travel dow
n Land’s End R

oad to w
alk 

through the rem
ains of the fortifications.
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H
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w

w
.fortfrem

on
t.org

*6355 Jonathan Francis Senior R
oad

Saint H
elena Island, SC

 29920
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W

hy w
as Fort Frem

ont built?
T

he Fort w
as built in response to the outbreak 

of the Spanish-A
m

erican W
ar in A

pril 1898. Fort 
Frem

ont’s m
ission w

as to defend Port R
oyal 

N
aval Station on Parris Island.

W
hat w

as so im
portant here that needed to 

be defended by a fort?
Port R

oyal Sound is the deepest natural harbor 
betw

een N
ew

 York and K
ey W

est.
Port R

oyal N
aval Station in 1898 w

as a critical 
part 

of 
the 

U
.S. 

N
avy’s 

netw
ork 

of 
coaling 

stations for w
arships and had the only dry dock 

in the South capable of holding the m
odern 

battleships and heavy cruisers the U
.S. N

avy 
w

as beginning to build and deploy.
Fort Frem

ont w
as part of the Endicott Era fort 

system
 built from

 1890 to W
W

I w
hich provided 

then state-of-the-art coastal defense against new
 

battleships and heavy cruisers of the era.
W

hen w
as Fort Frem

ont built?
Fort Frem

ont w
as authorized on 6 A

pril 1898, 
six w

eeks after the U
SS M

aine sank in H
avana, 

C
uba, and 

tw
o and a half w

eeks before w
ar 

w
as form

ally declared.
Tem

porary batteries w
ere in place and sub-

m
arine m

ines w
ere deployed in the B

eaufort 
R

iver during the Spanish-A
m

erican W
ar.

T
he concrete batteries w

e see today and sup-
porting adm

inistration and barracks buildings 
that no longer exist w

ere built 1898-1899.
T

he U
.S. A

rm
y occupied the Fort from

 1898 
through 1911.

W
hy w

as Fort Frem
ont abandoned?

Port 
R

oyal 
N

aval 
Station 

w
as 

m
oved 

to 
C

harleston, SC
, and in 1909, a new

 dry dock
w

as 
o

p
en

ed 
th

ere 
to 

rep
lace 

th
e 

o
n

e
on 

Parris 
Island. 

Fort 
Frem

ont’s 
m

ission 
to 

protect 
the 

N
aval 

Station 
and 

dry 
dock 

no 
longer existed.

W
ho w

as stationed at Fort Frem
ont?

D
uring the Spanish-A

m
erican W

ar (1898), the 
tem

porary batteries w
ere m

anned successively 
by N

avy personnel, 2
nd N

C
 V

olunteer Infantry, 
and a detachm

ent of the H
eavy B

attery, SC
 

V
olunteers. T

he subm
arine m

ines w
ere under 

the control of the A
rm

y C
orps of Engineers. 
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From

 1899 to 1907, the Fort w
as m

anned by 
C

oast A
rtillery C

om
panies.

H
ow

 big w
as a C

oast A
rtillery C

om
pany?

In 1906, it consisted of 109 enlisted m
en and three 

officers. T
he com

m
anding officer w

as a C
aptain.

W
hat w

ere the defenses of Fort Frem
ont?

B
attery Jesup 

T
he large concrete battery included three 10-

inch guns m
ounted on disappearing carriages 

w
hich 

could 
defend 

against 
large 

capital 
w

arships (battleships &
 heavy cruisers).

•
M

axim
um

 range: 8 m
iles (w

ould reach 
alm

ost 1/2-w
ay across H

ilton H
ead)

•
Projectile w

eight: 510 to 617 lb, depending 
on projectile type.

•
R

ate of fire: 1 round per m
inute.

T
he disappearing carriage used a large lead 

w
eight in a circular hole under the gun (visible 

today at B
attery Jesup) to control gun position.

A
fter 

loading 
the 

gun, 
the 

azim
uth 

and 
elevation as determ

ined by the plot room
 and 

fire 
control 

tow
er 

w
ere 

entered, 
then 

the 
w

eight w
as released pulling the gun up to fire 

over the concrete parapet.
T

he recoil w
hen the gun fired forced the gun 

back behind the parapet and sim
ultaneously 

lifted the w
eight. T

he w
eight w

as locked into 
place, the gun reloaded, and a new

 azim
uth and 

elevation could be reset for a new
 target or to 

correct the previous shot.
T

he gun w
as then ready to have the w

eight 
released 

to 
fire 

again—
all 

of 
this 

took 
one 

m
inute. T

he disappearing carriage allow
ed the 

gun to be only exposed to counterfire for a 
m

atter of seconds.
T

he 
disappearing 

carriage 
w

ould 
be 

m
ade 

obsolete 
w

ith 
the 

developm
ent 

of 
effective 

m
ilitary aircraft in W

W
I.

T
arget 

range, 
bearing, 

and 
cou

rse 
w

ere 
determ

ined by m
easurem

ents using essentially 
specialized 

surveying 
equipm

ent 
in 

a 
fire 

control 
tow

er 
(foundation 

still 
visible 

on 
Triangle R

oad) that w
ere relayed by phone to a 

plot room
 below

 gun pit three (southernm
ost 

gun) 
w

here 
the 

calculations 
w

ere 
m

ade 
to 

determ
ine a firing solution for each gun.
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Subm

arine M
ines

E
lectrically 

deton
ated 

m
in

es 
w

ere 
to 

be 
deployed 

in 
the 

B
eaufort 

R
iver 

to 
prevent 

enem
y ships from

 running past Fort Frem
ont.

T
he A

rm
y had plans to allow

 m
ining the East 

C
oast in 3 days if necessary.
T

he m
ines for Fort Frem

ont w
ere stored at 

the arsenal in A
ugusta.

B
attery Fornance 

T
he sm

all concrete battery had tw
o 

4.72-inch 
g

u
n

s 
m

ou
n

ted 
on 

pedestals 
rath

er 
th

an 
disappearing carriages w

hich shot directly over 
the parapet and w

ere intended to prevent sm
all 

boats from
 clearing the m

inefield.
•

M
axim

um
 range: 6.3 m

iles
•

Projectile w
eight: 45 lb

•
R

ate of fire: 6 rounds per m
inute

W
hat happened to the guns?

In 1918, tw
o 

10-inch guns w
ent to France for 

W
W

I, and one w
ent to Sandy H

ook Proving 
G

round, N
J w

here it w
as eventually scrapped. 

T
he 

4.72-inch guns rem
ained until 1920 w

hen 
they w

ere sent to A
berdeen Proving G

rounds, 
M

D
. In 1926, one w

as donated to C
onfluence, 

PA
; both guns w

ere eventually scrapped.
W

hat w
as at Fort Frem

ont?
T

he 
fort 

consisted 
of 

170 
acres. 

T
he 

tw
o 

concrete batteries are only a portion of the 
original fort. To the north (tow

ard B
eaufort), 

the rest of the fort consisted of barracks, m
ess 

hall, 
PX

, officer and N
C

O
 quarters, adm

inis-
trative and engineering buildings, hospital, and 
stables. 

Today only the brick hospital survives as a 
private residence. Fort Frem

ont w
as a sm

all 
m

ilitary village and is recreated in the D
ioram

a 
located at the Saint H

elena Branch Library.
W

hat w
as life at Fort Frem

ont like?
C

oast A
rtillery w

as generally considered good 
duty, com

pared to other A
rm

y branches such as 
infantry, cavalry, or field artillery. Training w

as 
constant in order to m

aintain proficiency w
ith 

th
e 

com
p

lex 
g

u
n

s 
an

d 
firin

g 
system

s, 
calisthenics w

ere daily except Saturday and the 
training, 

inspection 
by 

higher 
headquarters
cont. on back


