


 

 

2025 Oyster Roast—Another great Event!!! Edition 9 Page 2 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our Silent Auction Sponsors 

Beaufort Boat and Dock:   Jon Bebbington; Robin 
Beevers - Bill’s Liquor’s:  Camelot Farms: The Choco-
late Tree:  Joyce Glover- Shelf Genie Storage Solu-
tions; Harmony Bodyworks; Elayne Scott - Porch Pro-
ductions; Southern Rose Carriage Tours; Tailwinds 
Charters; USCB Center for the Arts. 

Dick & Celeste Nalwesky waiting for oysters Music by the Sweet Ferns 

Janelle Proctor and friends Lynn & Joe Patykula A record attendance 

FFF Volunteers  

NEXT MAJOR EVENT: 

HARVEST FESTIVAL—SUNDAY NOV. 2, 2025 
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SOLDIERS OF FORT FREMONT:  CAPT. FRANCIS A. HALLIDAY, SURGEON 
 

Capt. Francis A. Halliday served at Fort Fremont (FF) from September 1, 1905 through 
1908. Born in St. Charles, Missouri on October 10, 1842, Halliday was fifteen when he decided on  
a career in medicine with the 9th Cavalry, Company D. Organized at Camp Douglas, Chicago the 
regiment was actively involved in the Civil War.  Recorded as “Francis Holliday” on his company’s 
roster, Halliday began as a private and became the  dispensing  druggist  in  the  Hospital  Depart-
ment. He was promoted  to  a hospital  steward on August  20,  1862, and held  that position  un-
til  September  23,  1864.  He was then commissioned first assistant surgeon  of  the  regiment in 
1865. Halliday served until October 31,  1865, when at Selma, Alabama he was mustered out. 
After the war, Halliday studied at Washington University in St. Louis and became a commissioned  
surgeon in the Regular Army.  

During the westward expansion, the 9th Cavalry provided escort for the early western 
settlers and maintained peace on the American frontier. Halliday was married twice, first to a 
Miss Corenie Dodd in Pulaski, Illinois. In 1873, they had a daughter, Frances Adele, in Illinois, and 
another daughter in 1879, Mary, and a son, Manning. Halliday’s first wife died of tuberculosis in 
1880. By 1888, Dr. Halliday  had become a highly respected physician. While living in Metropolis 
he married a Miss Laura Belle Shaw, described as being a “most charming and highly accom-
plished lady of Maryland”. They had one child together, Mabel Delores Shaw. At this time, Halli-
day was the chief medical officer of the Indian Bureau. In 1898, Halliday served through his third 
major conflict, the Spanish-American War.  From 1898 to 1904, Lt. Halliday travelled constantly 
including to Pawhuska, Oklahoma, home of the Osage tribal government. In June 1901, Lt. Halli-
day was summoned to FF after a young hospital steward named Emmett Easterling experienced 
symptoms of a poisoning. Halliday is quoted as saying: “In all my experience I have never wit-
nessed such agony as Easterling suffered for an hour preceding his death.” A Private W. Wright, 
quartermaster clerk, died the previous day from the same ailment. The matter was attributed to 
harm FF soldiers had inflicted on the Gullah. One additional soldier perished the same way. Over 
a dozen individuals died at or near FF. Causes included a construction accident, appendicitis, 
brain fever, gunshot, poisonings, a stabbing, drownings, and childbirth.  

After serving three years at Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island, Lt. Halliday was transferred 
to Fort McPherson, Atlanta, GA, then to Fort Caswell and finally to FF. Lt. Halliday was the second 
surgeon to work at the three-story hospital (29 Fort Fremont Road). Lt. Halliday’s daughter Ma-
bel married Lt. Laurin L. Lawson, the 7th commander of FF, in 1906. Halliday ended his medical 
career at FF in 1908 with the rank of captain. His son Charles became a doctor c1900 and served 
at FF through its closure. Captain Halliday died at the Fort Sam Houston hospital on June 8, 1923 
at the age of 81 and was buried at Arlington with his wife. Captain Francis A. Halliday’s life was 
described as a “unique and picturesque military career, having served in the Civil War, the Indian 
Wars, and the Spanish-American War”.   Article by Jon Bebbington 




